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tions have not been available. The lists are drawn from the Archives 
of the Indies at Seville more than from anywhere else, this being the 
chief Spanish depository of Philippine manuscripts. As this work was 
originally planned to extend only to 1800, and as the archives at Manila 
are not yet catalogued, nor have the Philippine manuscripts recently 
unearthed by Professor Bolton at Mexico City been examined, it need 
not be said that this list is not complete, nor could it be, in any case; 
but it is the first real attempt to catalogue Philippine manuscripts. The 
nineteenth is less well represented than any other century, but the gap 
is partly filled by the entries of the valuable documents in the collection 
of Mr. E. E. Ayer, of Chicago, and of the Guam documents now in 
the Library of Congress. Moreover, it should be mentioned that few 
of the years between 1565 and 1898 are not covered by some manuscript 
in this list, which thus forms a quite complete historical record. 

A good index, chiefly of names of course, closes the Bibliography. 
Painstaking editorial work is apparent all through it. The reviewer has 
handled it considerably without detecting an error of statement, and the 
very few mistakes in proper names thus far noted seem chargeable 
rather to original transcription than proof-reading. 

James A. LeRoy. 

The Description and Natural History of the Coasts of North Amer- 
ica (Acadia). By Nicolas Denys. Translated and edited by 
William F. Ganong, Ph.D., Professor in Smith College. [Pub- 
lications of the Champlain Society, Volume II.] (Toronto, The 
Society. 1908. Pp. xvi, 625.) 

The narrative of Denys, published in Paris in 1672, has never before 
been translated into English, and the book has been practically inac- 
cessible, since it was not only of excessive rarity, but written in uncouth 
French marred by frequent obscurities. 

Though born in 1598 of a somewhat distinguished family, Nicolas 
Denys emerges for the first time from the mists which had concealed 
his youth and early manhood in 1633. His book furnishes indisputable 
evidence that in these earlier years he had had little to do with schools, 
and that he was an expert in everything pertaining to the important 
industry of fishing. This naturally suggests that he had long been an 
exile from the paternal roof and, probably, an adventurer in the fleets 
which had annually quitted Honfleur and neighboring ports to court the 
ever-present dangers of the fishing grounds of Acadia, or Terre Neufve. 
Twelve years were passed, it would seem, in affairs of small signifi- 
cance, when suddenly his day came. He was now fifty-five years of 
age, hardened and sharpened by exposure and experience, this " Great- 
beard ", as he was called ; in fact, in the zenith of his physical and 
mental powers. 
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The Company of New France had secured in the usual way through 
favoritism at court immense possessions in the New World, and in due 
time after a wintry existence came as is usual in such cases to a serious 
turn in its affairs. The " Great-beard " was on the spot and conversant 
with the company's condition, so it was not over-difficult for him to 
secure from it " a grant of the coasts and islands in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence from Cape Canso to Cape Rosier ", a vast region comprising 
" Cape Breton, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, the Magdalens 
and a part of Gaspe ". He was now a great land-owner with a mon- 
opoly of the fur-trade within the region mentioned, and to distinguish 
him still more as a favorite of Fortune, the king, on January 31, 1654, 
endowed him with letters patent as " Governor and Lieutenant-General " 
over the territory granted him by the Company of New France, as well 
as Newfoundland, together with a monopoly of the sedentary fishery on 
the coast of Acadia " as far as Virginia ". He returned from Paris 
to reign the proud monarch of all he surveyed, with a domain larger 
than the king's. But, taking advantage of his failure to procure the 
requisite number of settlers to meet a condition in his grant, a com- 
petitor arose, one Sieur Doublet, who caused him to be shorn of a large 
slice of his rich possessions. 

For twelve years he struggled against this and other difficulties, and 
then went again to Paris, where he succeeded in getting all his former 
rights and privileges confirmed to him, and in 1668, now seventy years 
of age, he returned in triumph to his headquarters at St. Peter's; a 
short-lived triumph, however, for a few months after his return his 
establishment with all its contents was destroyed by fire. Impoverished 
and well-nigh discouraged, he returned to France to publish his book, 
doubtless hoping by its sale to reap some pecuniary benefit, and, above 
all, to excite interest enough in his distant principality to induce emi- 
gration thereto; but in this he was disappointed, and he remained in 
France for many years, it is said " in beggary ". Finally, being granted 
a seigniory in his former domain affording a shred of his old wealth 
and power, he found his way back to America. Death in 1688 soon 
ended his remarkable career of ninety years. This brief sketch of 
Denys will give the reader a glimpse of what the book holds in store 
for him and prompt him to peruse it. 

As already said, we are under especial obligations to Professor 
Ganong for this excellent translation of Denys's work, and for the 
painstaking and scholarly manner in which he has accomplished his 
difficult task, for to make a good translation of this work was a labor 
involving difficulties which would pass unnoticed by one who had never 
considered them. The fact is that in translating a book from illiterate, 
archaic French an author may at the outset lay down the best of rules 
to follow, yet be obliged to abandon them one after another and, at the 
end, find himself dissatisfied with his work. Some readers will doubt- 
less wish that the bracketed English words intended to clear passages 
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from ambiguity, as well as the French words likewise in brackets, which 
are readily found in the French text, had been left out altogether or 
placed at the bottom of the page, leaving the text clear. These how- 
ever are minor blemishes in a good piece of work. The enterprise of 
the Champlain Society in publishing rare works elucidating the history 
of French exploration and occupation of what is now British North 
America is to be highly commended, and especially the excellent manner 
in which their task is being accomplished. The present volume is a 
praiseworthy specimen of book-making, and should be sought by all 
lovers of historical books. 

James Phinney Baxter. 

La Intervention Francesa en Mexico, segun el Archivo del Mariscal 
Bazaine. [Documentos Ineditos 6 muy Raros para la Historia 
de Mexico, edited by Genaro Garcia. Tomo XVII.] (Mex- 
ico: Bouret. 1908. Pp. 284.) 

La Intervention Francesa en Mexico, segun el Archivo del Mariscal 
Bazaine. [Documentos Ineditos 6 muy Raros para la Historia 
de Mexico, edited by Genaro Garcia. Tomo XVIII. ] (Mex- 
ico: Bouret. 1908. Pp. 275.) 

These two volumes of documents selected from the papers of 
Marshal Bazaine carry on the presentation of material from the date 
reached in two earlier volumes of the same series, November 20, 1863, 
to April 2i, 1864. Their subject-matter grows in interest as they deal 
more fully with the relations of Bazaine and his Mexican puppets and 
adversaries. The inherent difficulties of the intervention, the elements 
of weakness which foredoomed the enterprise to failure, are uncon- 
sciously revealed in negotiations with liberal leaders, in accounts of 
military expeditions, in controversies with the clerical party. But it 
will be a disappointment to the careful student that these documents 
contain so little frank confidential correspondence of the leading actors. 
For that class of material one must still wait for further revelations to 
supplement earlier publications by Lefevre, Gaulot, Randon, Loizillon 
and others. Also one wonders why the present collection does not con- 
tain important letters which would naturally find a place in it — for 
example, that from Napoleon to Bazaine, February 15, 1864 (Gaulot, 
pp. 246-247), and those from Randon to Bazaine in March and May, 
1864 (Gaulot, pp. 258-264). 

Senor Garcia shows great interest in impeaching the accuracy and 
good faith of the work of Gaulot in this field. The preface of volume 
XVII. is mostly given up to a discussion of this topic, and a certain 
letter from Senor Lerdo to Senor Saborio is reproduced in facsimile 
to make the argument clearer. Editorial deficiencies of Senor Garcia 
himself, which were pointed out in the July number of the Review, 



